
C A S E  ·  T H E  S T O R Y  T H E  D A T A  T E L L S

Six peoples · one shared will · a decade of operation
In the far northeast of the Colombian Amazon, where the Vichada River meets the marshlands and moriche

palm groves, six Indigenous peoples — Sikuani, Piaroa, Puinave, Curripaco, Cubeo and Piapoco —

autonomously administer one of the largest continuous forest blocks in the country. 16 former resguardos

consolidated into a single Unified Indigenous Resguardo of 1,150,212 net hectares. Not a national park. Not a

government concession to third parties. It is an Indigenous resguardo managed by its own authorities through

ACATISEMA (Association of Indigenous Councils and Traditional Authorities of the Matavén Forest).

In 2016, ACATISEMA registered the territory with the Verra Carbon Standard as a REDD+ project under

identifier 1566. A year later, they simultaneously validated under the Climate, Community & Biodiversity (CCB)

standard, a dual certification requiring not only deforestation reduction but also tangible social benefit and

demonstrable biodiversity conservation.

What matters is not the certification itself — many REDD+ projects have been questioned. What matters is who

operates it: the chain of custody, decisions over issued credits, signed community agreements

(COMMS_AGR_1566_28OCT2016) and verification reports for 2013-2015, 2016-2017 and 2018-2019 all flow

through Indigenous governance. Without international intermediaries diluting political control.
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F L A G S H I P  C A S E  ·  R R I  B R A S Í L I A  S U M M I T  2 0 2 6

V E R R A  R E G I S T R Y  ·  I D  1 5 6 6  ·  V C S  +  C C B  +  S D  V I S T A

Matavén Forest
The forest stewarded by six peoples · the fiduciary mechanism that

already works.

REDD+ project certified under double international standard (VCS + CCB) with SD VISta

under validation · 30-year crediting period (2013-2042) · operated by a national

Indigenous organization. Evidence · not proposal.

VERRA REGISTRY · 1566 1,150,212 NET HA 6 PEOPLES · 16 RESGUARDOS

100% INDIGENOUS GOVERNANCE



P A G E  0 2  ·  V E R I F I E D  C R E D I T S Selva de Matavén · Verra ID 1566

O F F I C I A L  C A R T O G R A P H Y  ·  V E R R A  I D  1 5 6 6  P O L Y G O N

Unified Indigenous Resguardo Matavén Forest · 1,150,212 net certified hectares · Vichada, Colombia · centroid 4.25°N · -68.87°W ·

Indigenous custody by ACATISEMA · 6 peoples (Sikuani · Piaroa · Puinave · Curripaco · Cubeo · Piapoco).

Certified REDD+ vintages · 2013 → ongoing

VINTAGE VCUS ISSUED STATUS VERIFIER

2013–2015 2.224.201 Issued · registered ICONTEC

2016–2017 4.503.224 Issued ICONTEC + KBS

2018–2019 2.344.418 Issued + CCB 2022 ICONTEC + KBS

2020–2022 in certification
Draft MR VM0048

(2024)
KBS validation

TOTAL 9.071.843
3 periods · 6 verified

years
dual auditor

METHODOLOGICAL TRANSITION · VM0007 → VM0048

The 2020-2022 vintage is certified under VM0048, the consolidated framework that replaces

VM0007 and incorporates a jurisdictional baseline allocation. This transition directly responds to the

voluntary standard update following the comparative baseline analysis published in 2021. The 2023+

period continues under the same updated methodological framework.

Status as of May 28, 2026 · Draft Monitoring Report delivered to Verra in 2024 · KBS Certification

Services validation in progress · issuance expected Q3-Q4 2026.



P A G E  0 3  ·  T E R R I T O R I A L  C O N T E X T Selva de Matavén · Verra ID 1566

Where it is · regional and macro-regional context

SOUTH AMERICAN CONTEXT

Geographic location of the project on the Colombian Guiana Shield ·
4.25°N -68.87°W.

VICHADA MACRO-REGION

Polygon within Vichada department · borders with Guainía, Meta and
Venezuela.

Unified Indigenous Resguardo Matavén Forest · 16 former resguardos consolidated into a single

governance unit · 1,150,212 net certified hectares (of 1,352,211 gross polygon hectares, with internal RENARE

exclusions: water bodies and non-eligible areas) · Indigenous custody by ACATISEMA · six peoples (Sikuani ·

Piaroa · Puinave · Curripaco · Cubeo · Piapoco) across four linguistic families (Guahibo · Sáliba · Maku · Arawak ·

Tukano).



P A G E  0 4  ·  R E D D +  C R E D I T  P O R T F O L I O Vintages 2013-2042 · 30-year crediting

What has been issued · and what is coming

30-year trajectory · estimated cumulative reduction

3.622.352
tCO₂e/year reduced · canonical Verra

estimate

~108,5 M
total tCO₂e · 30 years (2013-2042)

2.845.250
Non-permanence buffer pool · already

reserved

METHODOLOGICAL TRANSITION · VM0007 → VM0048 + VMD0055

The 2020-2022 vintage is certified under VM0048 with the VMD0055 module (jurisdictional baseline



P A G E  0 5  ·  G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  T I M E  H O R I Z O N 6 peoples · 16 resguardos · 30 years

Six steward peoples · four linguistic families

ACATISEMA operates under the principle of equal voice across peoples · each of the six steward

peoples participates with equivalent decisional weight in the cabildos and traditional authorities signing

the community agreements deposited at Verra Registry.

30 years of verified operation · synthetic timeline



T I M E L I N E

Operation verified · 2013—2021

P R O O F S

Three concrete things Matavén has already
proven

M A C I  F I T  ·  S C A L I N G  2 0 2 6 — 2 0 3 0

Operational base that MACI proposes to scale
Matavén is not an isolated case: it is the operational base MACI proposes to scale under national Indigenous

governance. Specifically, it feeds three modules:

M1 · GOVERNANCE

ACATISEMA chain of

custody

Protocol → MACI Data Council ·

FPIC + ABS Nagoya harmonized

across 5 macro-regions

M3 · MONITORING

Indigenous-led MRV

Georeferenced KML · base for

248K ha + 500K records M3 Year 1

scalable

M4-M5 · BIOECONOMY

Blended finance + ABS

Financial model replicable to

Sierra Nevada · U'wa Cocuy ·

Biogeographic Chocó

2013 — 2015

Initial validation period · first monitoring phase

(VERIF_STA_1566_01JAN2013_31DEC2015)

OCT 28, 2016

Formal community agreement signed

(COMMS_AGR_1566) · territory KML deposited in

Verra Registry

08 DIC 2016

Registro oficial VCS aprobado · proyecto activo ·

acreditación 30 años 2013-2042 · primeros

créditos contabilizables (REG_PRR_1566

informe 28-may-2017)

JUN 2017

Validated Final VCS Matavén Report (10 06

2017_VCS Final Report)

2016 — 2017

First independent verification of avoided

emissions (VERIF_REP_1566)

2018 — 2019

Second verification · CCB validation · socio-

environmental monitoring

(MONIT_REP_1566_CCB_v1.1)

APR 2021

Final draft CCB PDD · 5.4 MB public

documentation

01
It is transferable

Donors and credit buyers can

transfer resources directly to a

national Indigenous organization.

It worked for a decade.

02
It is auditable

Three independent verification

reports and two cross-validated

standards (VCS + CCB) proved

that Indigenous governance

meets international fiduciary

standards.

03
It is replicable

The institutional model

ACATISEMA-Verra can be applied

to the other four ONIC macro-

regions within the MACI

Framework Modules 3 + 5.


